
1848 
 
1848 Jan 3rd Monday, at 1/2 past 6 this Morning my dear wife was safely delivered of 

a son, whom we have named "Lomax" after my late Brother - She is doing well, for which 
mercy I am truly thankful 

[January] 10th & following days - My dear wife has done very badly her whole system 
has been disvedered[?] with fever &c Her right breast has gathered & been a source of severe 
anguish on the 30th it was lanced - I humbly pray she may now recover & be spared to me & 
her children. 

[67] 
Jan 28 1848. This witnessed the imposing - and to Blackburn important - ceremony of 

opening the Market House erected by the Commissioners under the Improvement Act. The 
structure is neat, handsome & spacious - There was a procession followed by a public Dinner 
at Garth Hotel. The event was the occasion of my composing the Lines underneath wh were 
received with approbation. 

 

 



[68] 
Feb 9th 1848. This being the Anniversary, (20 years) of the Day when I was 

mercifully preserved from a sudden & dreadful death I sent a thank offering the sum of 10/- 
to Mrs. Jas Parkinson for the Soup Kitchen. - by R R. 

[February] 11th. Kerfoot being 21 claimed his liberty - but after 6 days consideration 
he agreed with me to serve his term i.e. May 1st. 1850. 

[February] 18th. Little "Lomax" was so poorly that, we were obliged to get him 
baptised by Mr. Beaumont. 
Henry Hargreaves, an Apprentice of mine, visited me this day. He is yet very poorly. 

M. [March] 18th Little Lomax is rather better. 
March 21st At a quarterly Meeting of the Burial Society held this Evening in the usual 

Room, a body of chartists attended, and in spite of all remonstrances put a Resolution; to 
place £500 in the "Land & Labour Scheme Bank".1 I had to combat the arguments of several 
speakers but was overpowered, & beaten by a great majority. I of course resigned my office 
as President of the Society & consider having fully slated my mind that all responsibility is 
removed from me.2 

[March] 31st I sent the Resolution &c to the Home Secretary of State. 
On the 6th of March was appointed in conjunction with with Mr. Richd Townley, 

Auditor of the public Accounts of the Improvement Commissioners "The following is the 
Advertisement of the appointment of Day of Audit. Blackburn Improvement Audit of 
Accounts, We Charles Tiplady, and Richard Townley, the Auditors of the Account for the 
year 1847 of the Blackburn Improvement Commissioners, do hereby give notice, that on 
Tuesday the 14th Day of March instant at 10 o'clock in the forenoon at the Committee Room 
in the office of the Commissioners in the old Square, we intend to commence the Audit and 
Examination of the said Accounts, and to proceed there in from day to day until the business 
of the Audit shall be completed. 

"Any Person interested in the said Accounts either as a Creditor of the Commissioners 
or as a Rate Payer, may by himself, or his Agent, be present at the said Audit, & may make 
objections to any part of the Accounts 

 Blackburn, 6th March 1848. 
Charles Tiplady 

Richard Townley 
 

April 4th 1848 I received as follows from the Right Sir Geo. Grey Secretary of State 
Whitehall, 1st April, 1848, 

Sir I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter 
of the 31st Ult [Ultimo] and its enclosures on the subject of the disposal of the Funds of the 
Blackburn Philanthropic Burial Society." 

 I am, Sir Your obedt [obedient] Servant 
Denis Le Marchant 

Mr. Charles Tiplady, Blackburn. 
[69] 

 
1 The Chartist leader, Feargus O'Connor, established the National Land Company in 1845 to assist workers to 
settle on small plots. It collapsed in 1851. As part of O'Connor's plan, the Operatives Sick and Burial Society 
bought land on which a dozen families settled. Like the National Land Company it failed after three years 
(Hilton, Mad, Bad & Dangerous People?, p. 613; Derek Beattie, A History of Blackburn (Lancaster, 2007), p. 
177). 
2 Thomas Eccles proposed that the Burial Society’s funds be invested in the Land and Labour Bank before 
George Cowell moved a motion to withdraw £500 for that purpose. After a heated debate the meeting passed 
Cowell’s motion. Tiplady’s offered his resignation but it was rejected by the meeting (Blackburn Standard, 29 
March 1848). 



1848 
April 5. Sat upon the Grand Jury at the Preston Quarter Sessions, we had upwards of 

40 True Bills. Messrs. W. Salisbury, Rd Radcliffe, E Sansom, & Thomas Thompson were 
also upon the Jury - we cut 2 Bills 

Received at the Bank (April 8) 3 Guineas for auditing the Town's Accounts - (Police) 
for 1847. 

[April] 16 (Sunday) My Wife & myself spent one of the most trying & painful days of 
our Life, in viewing the dreadful agony of our dear little Son "Lomax" who was seized with a 
dreadful disorder termed Erythema, or an inflammation of the skin.3 He rallied a little on the 
morning of the 17th but lies still very dangerously sick. 

[April} 18th. The Child yet very dangerously ill - but rather easier. 
Received intelligence of the death of Thomas Sharp of Burnley, my uncle. Sent 5/- towards 
his funeral. 

[April] 22nd Little Lomax Died, after suffering severe agony for 10 days. We interred 
him on the 27th at St. John's. - He was a dear & beautiful little infant. - May God give us 
grace so to live, that in death we may be again united. 

 
May 18th. A public Meeting of the Oddfellows was held this Evening to adopt a 

Petition to obtain legal protection for the Society. - W. H. Hornby Esqr in the Chair. 
June 5th Died this Day, James Neville, Esqre of Beardwood, after a few days severe 

illness. - His loss will be greatly felt in this Town. He was a very active and Zealous 
Townsman, of truly loyal principles and fervently attached to our protestant Church. 
In this days of general turbulence & unsettledness of politics - the departure of such a Man as 
Mr. Neville cannot fail but be a matter of the deepest consequence & involve in it the peace 
& well-being of the Community. 
May 12th. 1872 Died Mrs. Neville the widow of the above Gentleman, She was a Miss 
Hargreaves of Accrington. Her age was 76 years. 

[70] 
Blackburn, May 24th. 1848 

My Lord 
I have been directed by the Soy of Oddfs [Society of Oddfellows] in this Town to 

forward to Yr [Your] Lp [Lorship] a Petition for presentation to the H [House] of Lords, 
praying your Lordships to grant legal protection to the Soy. I forwarded a day or two ago a 
copy of the Preston Chronicle containing an account of the public Meeting held in this Town 
on the subject, from wh: your Lordship would be able to ascertain the nature of our request. - 
We hope the Prayer of the Petition will meet with your views, and we venture to solicit your 
powerful interest in its favor. 
  

 
3 Erythema multiforme, a skin reaction usually caused by a virus, is usually mild, passing in a few weeks, but 
the severe form can affect the eyes, mouth and genitals and can be fatal ('Erythema multiforme', NHS Health A 
to Z, https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/erythema-multiforme/ [accessed 23 November 2020]). 



June 20th The Chartists, as will be seen from the Report underneath, again attempted 
to get hold of the Burial Society's money, but were frustrated. - The following was inserted in 
the Preston Pilot, - June 24th 1848 

 
 
I was hoarse for a week after the Meeting, from heat & exertion. 

[71] 
1848 



Sep 16th. Inquest on the body of Richard Anderton the son of Grace Anderton, who 
was unfortunately killed in a stone Delph, - Mr. Palmer of Preston was the Coroner - I was 
foreman of the jury verdict, accidental Death.4 

[September] 19th. I did not attend the Qry Mg of the Burial Society. 
Sepr. 20th. Memm. [Memorandum] - I this day received from Mr. Wraith the sum of 

£18:0:0 - as proceeds of Rents &c from the Estate of the late William Callis, from the Exors. 
[Executors]. 

Sep 20th Death recorded in the Times Newspaper - William Henry Tiplady, Esqre. 
Bedford Square London aged 37 years of the eminent firm Phillips Tiplady & Co. 

Octr 6 Preparations were made by the executors for selling the property of the late Mr 
Callis, whereupon Mr Joseph Callis claimed under the Will to take the same at a Valuation. 
After much discussion Mr Robt Railton for Joseph, and Mr Thomas Duckworth for the 
family valued the Estate, and to our great surprise did not value it at more than £770, - the 
consequence a demurrer5 was set up by the family & Mr. D. [Duckworth] withdrew his 
Valuation - thus the matter rest 

Novr 23rd The sublime Oratorio of Joshua was performed.6 Mr Clough, conducting & 
Mr Geo. Ellis leading the Band, The performance was exceedingly Brilliant & successful The 
following critique is from the Bn Standard. 

Decr. 28th. - The following account I sent to the Preston Pilot for insertion it was 
afterwards copied into the Blackburn Standard - When I was appointed Agent, I had a few 
Bibles aflowed7 for sale, the Society was deeply in debt. - It has now a stock of £180 0 0 
worth of Books, & not fewer than 40,000 Bks in the Depository. I have been Agent since 
1833. 

 
 

4 Anderton, who was working in a stone quarry, died on 15 September after being struck on the head by a stone 
thrown down by Thomas Grimshaw for the purpose of loading (Blackburn Standard, 20 September 1848). 
5 An objection or exception taken to something: OED 'demurrer', n.1 b. 
6 Handel's Joshua, performed by Blackburn Choral Society received a long, favourable review which is no 
longer included in the diary (Blackburn Standard, 29 November 1848). 
7 Flowing, meaning that he had only a limited stock of bibles to sell: OED 'aflow', adv. and adj.  


