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[72] 
1849 
Lost Anne Certificate of her shares - but sold My Mother & Elizabeth's at an awful Loss. Jan 
31st. 1849 
These were found three years afterwards. 

Feb 9th. Gave Jas Beardsworth 5/- to the Thunder Alley School Society - paid also in 
Comn [Commemoration] of my deliverance. 
Received an Account of £100 from the Railway £84 went in calls1 - John F Hindle died. Feb 
7th. Little Richd birthday. What is most remarkable it is the only instance of my ever 
receiving so large an amount at one time. 
 

Miss Foden married John Margerison2 - He had a Daughter called Mary - who was 
married to James Lomax, watch maker, He had two daughters, Betty & Anne. Betty married 
Thomas Tiplady - He was my father. 

 
April 23rd 1849. - William Callis, this day, attained his Majority which event gives 

full power to the Executors to settle the Estates of Mr Callis'. - 
 
The following Letter appeared in the Preston Chronicle on the subject of the 

Management of the Bolton & Blackburn Railway.3 

 
 

1 A stock market term for option to buy assets at an agreed price on or before a date: OED 'call' n. 13.b. 
2 No information has been found for Margerison nor his wife. 
3 The next half-yearly meeting did not take place until 27 August 1849 Tiplady asked questions about the cost of 
engineering, shareholders’’ arrears and dividends but the meeting did not act on any of these issues (Preston 
Chronicle, 1 September 1849). 



[73] 
[1849] 

June 1st. The A M C of the Independent Order of Oddfellows4 being this year held in 
Blackburn. I was requested in consequence of the very dangerous illness of Mr Hanson 
Dewhurst to act as Secretary pro temp for the occasion. The task was a laborious one, and 
occupied me most of the week, with the assistance of one or two persons, especially Mr 
Oliver Roylance, I managed to get through. I give below the proceedings of the last Day of 
the Meeting. The previous ones being too voluminous for preservation. 

 

 

 
4 Annual Moveable Conference: the Oddfellows' governing body.  



 
[74] 

1849 
The River Blackwater having for some time been in a most nauseous & filthy condition so as 
to become the standing disgrace of the Town, I was induced to write the following Letter to 
the Editor of the Guardian, who kindly inserted. It is gratifying to remark that in the week 
following its appearance the Commissioners commenced cleansing the Brook - In my humble 
opinion however, no effectual remedy will be applied until the Dam at the Old Mill be 
removed, as the water has not sufficient fall. - When the stream was unadulterated & contact 
with the various machinery on its margin, this was of little consequence, but now when the 
water is clogged up, and rendered a complete puddle-hole by accumulation of filth of every 
description the Dam, or Weir, is a serious evil, and ought to be removed.5 

 
[75] 

 
5 At a meeting of Blackburn’s Improvement Commissioners on 6 July it ws reported that some cleaning of the 
Blakewater had been done but had stopped because the owner of the Old Mill had not made a decision (Preston 
Chronicle, 7 July 1849). 



June 30th 1849 My Wife was safely delivered of a Son, at about half-past one this Morning - 
His name is "Henry". - He is a very weakly child, and the Doctor is of opinion that an organ 
complaint was born with him. - I thank God for Mary's safe Delivery. 

 

 
 



[76] 
[1849] 
I was in hope the long-pending and unnatural dispute between the Exors of the late William 
Callis and Joseph Callis his Son would have been this week terminated. - He agreed in the 
presence of Mr Atkin and Railton, to allow the valuation to be re-considered, but when 
Duckworth & Railton met the latter said he had no instructions to proceed. - By this 
maneouvering they have obtained information of Mr D. [Duckworth] error and think they can 
obtain some advantage thereby. I am however prepared to prove if called upon that Joseph 
Callis in the presence of myself, Mr Atkin & Mr Railton voluntarily and of his own free will 
yielded up the former valuation, and consented to a full and fair re-consideration. 
 

July 13th Visited the Ruins of Sawley6 - Jas Houlker, Leod Noblett and Thomas 
Clough, - The ride was delightful. I had however some difficulty to restrain the Company 
within decent bounds. The charge at Sawley was very moderate. 

Augt 19th Went to Gt [Great] Harwood7 Charity Sermons, with Sons Charles & 
Thomas, the Revd Mr Sharp preached, it was very throng, got Tea at Mr John Mercer's house, 
and returned early. The Anthems sung were "Worthy the Lamb" solo & chorus - I will give 
thanks and, Let your celestial courses to all unite. The chorus well sung. 

[August] 20th Balloon Ascent8 - This Evening at about 1/2 past Six (fine Evening) a 
Balloon ascended from the Gas Works Darwen Street. An immense concourse of people 
witnessed it - The wind was W. S. W. and the Balloon took the direction of Accrington. I 
suppose there would not be less than 25000 people. 

[77] 
[1849] 

Ordination of Priests & Deacons at Blackburn. - Oct 21st 1849. This important 
Ceremony took place on Sunday Morning last as above. The Right Revd James Prince Lee, 
the Lord Bishop of Manchester officiated - Dr Whittaker, Vicar of Blackburn, was also 
present and preached the ordination Sermon. - The Bishop preached in the Evening, & 
Collections were made in support of the New Girls' Charity School, amounting to £31:0:0 
His Lordship's discourse was very eloquent, and delivered in a very clear & forcible manner; 
to a very crowded Congregation. 

 
Took the purple Degree I O F M U [Independent Odd Fellows Manchester Unity] - 

password Job - at the House of Mrs F. [Fielding] Knuzden Brook Inn Oct 28th 1849 PGM L. 
Coupe DGM Geo Coupe, Wm Feilden, C Greenwood, John Barlow, L. Hacking, W. Durham 
& others present. - The pass Word the name of the "most patient Man". 

 
Nov 26th Began to alter the front Window - plate Glass. finished Dec 31. - Looks a 

deal better. 
'Diary for one week' 

Dec 30 Sunday Attended the parish Church Sermon by the Rev Mr J Monk on behalf 
of the Christian Knowledge Society "The word was made flesh" a good discourse & well 
handled. - In the Evening at St John's Ch: Sermon to the Young by Mr Wheeler. Collection 
for the Church Expenses 38:0:0 - at the parish 7:3:0. At home with Mother & all my Bros & 
Sisters - for about an hour so to wife & bed. 

 
6 The ruins of a 12th century Cistercian abbey about 5 miles north east of Clitheroe. 
7 A small town about 5 miles north east of Blackburn. 
8 The gas-filled balloon, piloted by Mr Green and with one passenger, flew to near Accrington railway station. 
This was the first balloon flight from Blackburn since 1828 (Blackburn Standard, 22 August 1849). 



[December] 31. Monday - At ten went down to the Vicar; he very ill of the Rheumatic 
Gout; finished the year's accounts with him belonging the Society and prepared for the 
Meeting wh was held in the House of S. Feilden, the Schoolmaster of Girls' Charity School 
present Revd Thos Sharples, Revd R Dobson, Rev W J Monk, Mr Pickup, Mr Beardsworth & 
myself. The following printed paragraph will show the state of Bn Depository & its 
operations.9 

[78] 
[1849] 
In the Afternoon of the same Day attended the Oddfellows District Meeting at Mr Fisher's 
King Street, and was chosen Treasurer of the District for 1850. - In the Night was invited to 
supper at Wm Feilden with a party of Twenty, - acted as vice chairman & retired after a 
pleasant hour at Eleven - Cost me - 3/6d. 

 

 
9 Tiplady left space on the page but printed extract has not survived. 


