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Lost Anne Certificate of her shares - but sold My Mother & Elizabeth's at an awful Loss. Jan

31%. 1849
These were found three years afterwards.
Feb 9. Gave Ja® Beardsworth 5/- to the Thunder Alley School Society - paid also in

Com" [Commemoration] of my deliverance.
Received an Account of £100 from the Railway £84 went in calls! - John F Hindle died. Feb

7%, Little Richd birthday. What is most remarkable it is the only instance of my ever
receiving so large an amount at one time.

Miss Foden married John Margerison? - He had a Daughter called Mary - who was
married to James Lomax, watch maker, He had two daughters, Betty & Anne. Betty married
Thomas Tiplady - He was my father.

April 237 1849. - William Callis, this day, attained his Majority which event gives
full power to the Executors to settle the Estates of Mr Callis'. -

The following Letter appeared in the Preston Chronicle on the subject of the

Management of the Bolton & Blackburn Railway.?

BLACKBURN, CLITHEROE, AND WEST
YORKSHIRE RAILWAY,
To the Editor of the Preston Chronicle.

Sre,—* A shareholder” in your Inst paper puts & ques-
tion fo the directors of the above rallway, u’lo wh:lm:-
they ‘ntend to publish the names of defaulters, Ijwish to
| enquice (being unfortunately in arrears) if the company
will ot be liable to an action-at-law, by suck publication ?
1f sa is it likely they will do so foolish and eruel a thing ?
You must know T am one of those unhappy men who
| were deluded by the above directors into the belief that a
 railvay conld be made between Boltoa and Blackbarn for
. & sum not exceeding £350,000; for proof of which state.
| ment see their prospectus. Now, you perceive the line
| has st doudle that sum; and thoagh it has been open
for ‘ourteen miles nearly twelve months, the traffic
scareely suffices to pay the interest of the borrowed money, |
let done any interest for the money raised on shares.
| Toers are numbers of the shareholders diesatisfied with |
| the nanagement ; the extravagant outlay on the new sta- '

| tion; the high and exorbitant salaries of the engineers,
 (especially of Mr. Flanagan); the expense of * useless” |
{ advertising weekly ; the foolish systew of building their |

‘ owncarriages, at a greater cost than what they can be

| purchased for, These, and many other matters, require
| rednss, and the sooner they are attended to the bcmr.’
 or tle shareholders will never receive one penuy of interest
l duriog their life-time. It is true, the company have dis-
thefr late secretary and their carriage builder ;
but the shareholders wish to know why there are two paid
engineers, which cost nearly £1, year between
them? Now that the line is open to Bolton, depend upon
it, at the next half-yearly meeting, some sifting questions
will be put by the shareholders; and there are share-
holders who will not be withheld from asking them, for
fear of the directors or their threat to publish defaulters,
them do their worst; they canuot rwin some of us
than we are l:hcd by sach ill-managed speculations.

am, ’
(And without any intention or desire),
Yours very unfortunately,
Poor TRADESMAN 1IN ARREARS.

A
Hlackburn, April 19, 1849,

! A stock market term for option to buy assets at an agreed price on or before a date: OED 'call' n. 13.b.

2 No information has been found for Margerison nor his wife.
* The next half-yearly meeting did not take place until 27 August 1849 Tiplady asked questions about the cost of
engineering, shareholders’’ arrears and dividends but the meeting did not act on any of these issues (Preston

Chronicle, 1 September 1849).
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June 1. The A M C of the Independent Order of Oddfellows* being this year held in
Blackburn. I was requested in consequence of the very dangerous illness of Mr Hanson
Dewhurst to act as Secretary pro temp for the occasion. The task was a laborious one, and
occupied me most of the week, with the assistance of one or two persons, especially Mr
Oliver Roylance, I managed to get through. I give below the proceedings of the last Day of
the Meeting. The previous ones being too voluminous for preservation.

4 Annual Moveable Conference: the Oddfellows' governing body.
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The River Blackwater having for some time been in a most nauseous & filthy condition so as

to become the standing disgrace of the Town, I was induced to write the following Letter to
the Editor of the Guardian, who kindly inserted. It is gratifying to remark that in the week
following its appearance the Commissioners commenced cleansing the Brook - In my humble
opinion however, no effectual remedy will be applied until the Dam at the Old Mill be
removed, as the water has not sufficient fall. - When the stream was unadulterated & contact
with the various machinery on its margin, this was of little consequence, but now when the
water is clogged up, and rendered a complete puddle-hole by accumulation of filth of every

description the Dam, or Weir, is a serious evil, and ought to be removed.’

THE RIVER BLACKWATER, OF BLACKBURN.

P To the Editor .of the Guardian.
“Thto what pi thon seest;—from what height fallen."— M 2on.
S1r,—The inhabitants of this town, 1 am sure, will fee] ox-
tremely obliged to yoa, by allowing a communicatior to sppear
in your journal, calling public attention to that abominable
nufsance, the Ricer Blackwater, which, in its preseut filthy
state, disgraces the place. X
That a number of well meaning, and in other respects highly
vigilant pnblic characters, designated “ Improvement Commis.
sioners,” should for any time lou, suffer the continuance of
this sink-bole,—this bog of public defilement, is beyond my
comprehension  ‘Talk of your night soil, indeed! and your
houses ! Why any man going under Darwen street |
Bn‘.ﬁ at the present moment, would find no difficalty in
shovelling up the wud literally by cartjonds. Call you this a
agen of Blackbutn? - No,no. It is profanation to use
i ever the had a saitable nest ; ot an epide-

pol, which still, ing selfglorication, you vainly and exul-
ly. in your pablic recor&, calla © Tl.{!"." \Vl{u a pup(','l
terous absorlity!

Time was, indeed, when it really deserved that name —when
its clear and healthy streams were fit even to quench the thirst
of the passing ler, with ici ofLinr‘ d
when trout snd other goodly fish basked themselves therein
beneath the sunuy ray, unobstructed by ropy slime, the wasii.
ings of beer-barrels, or the thick cong({nnenlioru of oil, filth,
and cotton waste, which now pollate its bed, ring it at
once unsightly to the eye, horrib‘l{' offensive to the ol factory
nerves, and directly pernicious to public health.

_Y.‘ sir, th9ugh no le.un«l traveller was ever captivated into

s by its pellncid b though no grand historical
eveats are associated with its name; though no love-sick swain
made ballads to his “ mistress’ eye-brow,” on its margin (except
on one occasion, at Cobwall rl\'lr); or any T’ Lothano

threatened fit of despair to terminate his earthly career be-
neath its rffled wive, in the event of his I{Iﬂ'wing the
pangs oft di ted love ; yet maugre all this want of mag-
o

. even our river was once the pride of the good

of Blackburn, and an ornament to the &wn. The busy

might once venture to wash her mop therein, nor

fear to find an accumulation of reptiles in her washin -tub, or

else undergo the useless labour of attempting to whitewash
her cottage with ink of the blackest dye.

1 look back, sir, with pleasure to those days; when the light-
h-rudlchol-boy,nlnud_fnm the dull task and the terrifying
forule, hastened to enjoy Lis Saturday rambles on its winding
Eﬁ'qr, aye.and when the sultry summer's sun from mid.

eaven darted his fierce rays around, oh, right pleasant was it to
unrobe one's limbs npou the brink, and bathe in its uncontami.
nated cold flood.  And then, sir, how beautiful to stroll by its
devious course along the fields to Brookhouse ; the rookery of
Little Harwood; and on to the confines of Sonr-milk Hall Farm,
'Th.uo., following its mazy current, we came to Whitebirk.
There we sat down on its banks, listening the livelong day to the
s-'nuu;ohhz of the birds ; ever and anon refreshing ourselves
with copious draughts from the pure liquid, and pulling our
homely crust of “pis or other prog” from our pockets, feasted
away right merrily. Ah! those .were happy days. But now.
poor “old brook,” how art thou fallen! No unlucky lmmi
urchin, tempted by thy cooling streams, dares the dread ven-
geance of the angry pedlgogne! I turn in sadness from these

leasant retrospections ; and oh! good heavens, what do I now

hold ! —what a sickening exhibi Presents itself!

“ Which makes my two eyes like stars
Start from their spheres,” .
and every ardent sense of “ taste, touch, and smell” revolt in
.hqrrible dismay from the polluting contact. In short, the stink.
ing hal cause a '_ of sight; a trembling of the|
brain : my pen has got a dismal tamble iu the “ svn.” 1 can.
not proceed —eannot until somewhat restored to my wonted
tranquil equilibrium, discourse farther on the most judicious
methods to adopt to remedy this flowing evil. Bear with me,
then, dear sir, if [ defer my revelations of improvement, like
my fellow-workers the commissioners, to a more convenient
st:n.
e project is a mighty one—let us not proceed too i
You shall hear from me again.  In the mem?wlxilc let “.hnhly.
> ““ Learn to work slow—all other graces
Will follow in l!hair proper places.”
remain, yours respec
Blackburn, June 6, 1840. 4 o Ter
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5 At a meeting of Blackburn’s Improvement Commissioners on 6 July it ws reported that some cleaning of the
Blakewater had been done but had stopped because the owner of the Old Mill had not made a decision (Preston

Chronicle, 7 July 1849).



June 30™ 1849 My Wife was safely delivered of a Son, at about half-past one this Morning -
His name is "Henry". - He is a very weakly child, and the Doctor is of opinion that an organ

complaint was born with him. - I thank God for Mary's safe Delivery.

INDEPENDENT
OKDER OF ODDFELLOWS, M.U.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE

ANNUAL MOVEABLE COM.
MITTEE AT BLACKBURN.

The annual meeting of delegates from the variou$
districts composing this numercus and important body
took place this week at Blackburn. From the notice
which this society has latterly received at the hands of
government, and-the general interest with which its
procecdings are regarded by numerous and influential

. parties in every class of society, we have been induced

to report its proceedings - = 41
ance of delegates from the various districts of which
the unity is composed, though by no'means so nume-
rous as at the A.M.C. held at Southampton last year,
was, nevertheless, very considerable. The vast and
immediate importance of the principal business which
occupied the attention of the deputies at the meeting
of 1848, will afford a sufficient reason for the diminu-
tion in the number of delegates attending the present
committee. At that time the institution was placed in
a very precarious position, from the serious defalcations
of some of its officers ; which was rendered still more
alarming to the friends of the order by the rapid pro-
gress of an extensively-organized and powerqu schism
amongst the members themselves. During the present
year the usual tranquillity of the order has been fully
re-established, and the cunfidence reposed in the pre-
sent executive appears to be much more general |
throughout the body, and of a much more satisfactory
eharacter, than that bestowed upon any preceding di-
rectory for some time past. The Assembly-room, lzing-
street, had been fitted up specially for the occasion ;
and a committee, consisting of the following members
of the unity, resident in the Blackburn district, had
~been appointed to provide for the general accommo- |
dation of the deputies, viz. :—Lawrence Coupe, P.P.
G.M.; George Coupe, D.G.M.; Lawrence Hacking, |
P. Prov. G.M. ; James Roberts, P. Prov. G.M.; W.
Lyon, P. Prov. G.M.; B. Hindley, P.G.; W. Dur-
dham, P.G.; O. Ro%lnnce, P.G.; Charles Boardman,
secretary ; and C. iplady. P.G.—the latter acting as
secretary of the district pro fem., in the place of Han-
son Dewhurst, C.S., who has been too ill to attend to
the duties. By Mr. Dewhurst’s unfortunate state of
health the district has on this occasion lost the ser- |
vices of a very competent and efficient officer. By the
arrangements made by the committee, each deputy on
his arrival yas met by a messenger at the railway sta-
tion, and conducted to the committee-rooms, whence
he was shown directly to the lodgings provided for
him by the committee, by which means all confusion
and loss of time was avoided. Mr. Henry Ratcliffe,
the C.8. of the order, arrived carly on Saturday; the
deputies generally had not reached Blackburn tiil Sun-
day evening,

., The proceedings commenced on Monday morning at
nine o’clock. The chair was occupied by J. Richard-
son, jun., Esq., of Cockermouth, &g-gnnd master of
the order; and the vice-chair by T. Luff, Esq., of
Liverpool, the deputy grand master. There were
upwards of 100 delegates present at the opening of the
mcennf}.m g

The eral Committee sat at the Assembly-room,
King-street, and the various sub-committees were ac-
commodated with convenient apartments immediately

eomoz..—-l.-,—l o MRad odhad oo ~ e —
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I was in hope the long-pending and unnatural dispute between the Exors of the late William
Callis and Joseph Callis his Son would have been this week terminated. - He agreed in the
presence of Mr Atkin and Railton, to allow the valuation to be re-considered, but when
Duckworth & Railton met the latter said he had no instructions to proceed. - By this
maneouvering they have obtained information of Mr D. [Duckworth] error and think they can
obtain some advantage thereby. I am however prepared to prove if called upon that Joseph
Callis in the presence of myself, Mr Atkin & Mr Railton voluntarily and of his own free will
yielded up the former valuation, and consented to a full and fair re-consideration.

July 13" Visited the Ruins of Sawley® - Ja* Houlker, Leo Noblett and Thomas
Clough, - The ride was delightful. I had however some difficulty to restrain the Company
within decent bounds. The charge at Sawley was very moderate.

Aug' 19" Went to Gt [Great] Harwood” Charity Sermons, with Sons Charles &
Thomas, the Rev? Mr Sharp preached, it was very throng, got Tea at Mr John Mercer's house,
and returned early. The Anthems sung were "Worthy the Lamb" solo & chorus - I will give
thanks and, Let your celestial courses to all unite. The chorus well sung.

[August] 20" Balloon Ascent® - This Evening at about /> past Six (fine Evening) a
Balloon ascended from the Gas Works Darwen Street. An immense concourse of people
witnessed it - The wind was W. S. W. and the Balloon took the direction of Accrington. I
suppose there would not be less than 25000 people.
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[1849]

Ordination of Priests & Deacons at Blackburn. - Oct 21 1849. This important
Ceremony took place on Sunday Morning last as above. The Right Rev? James Prince Lee,
the Lord Bishop of Manchester officiated - Dr Whittaker, Vicar of Blackburn, was also
present and preached the ordination Sermon. - The Bishop preached in the Evening, &
Collections were made in support of the New Girls' Charity School, amounting to £31:0:0
His Lordship's discourse was very eloquent, and delivered in a very clear & forcible manner;
to a very crowded Congregation.

Took the purple Degree I O F M U [Independent Odd Fellows Manchester Unity] -
password Job - at the House of Mrs F. [Fielding] Knuzden Brook Inn Oct 28™ 1849 PGM L.
Coupe DGM Geo Coupe, W™ Feilden, C Greenwood, John Barlow, L. Hacking, W. Durham
& others present. - The pass Word the name of the "most patient Man".

Nov 26" Began to alter the front Window - plate Glass. finished Dec 31. - Looks a
deal better.

'Diary for one week'

Dec 30 Sunday Attended the parish Church Sermon by the Rev Mr J Monk on behalf
of the Christian Knowledge Society "The word was made flesh" a good discourse & well
handled. - In the Evening at St John's Ch: Sermon to the Young by Mr Wheeler. Collection
for the Church Expenses 38:0:0 - at the parish 7:3:0. At home with Mother & all my Bro® &
Sisters - for about an hour so to wife & bed.

® The ruins of a 12" century Cistercian abbey about 5 miles north east of Clitheroe.

7 A small town about 5 miles north east of Blackburn.

8 The gas-filled balloon, piloted by Mr Green and with one passenger, flew to near Accrington railway station.
This was the first balloon flight from Blackburn since 1828 (Blackburn Standard, 22 August 1849).



[December] 31. Monday - At ten went down to the Vicar; he very ill of the Rheumatic
Gout; finished the year's accounts with him belonging the Society and prepared for the
Meeting wh was held in the House of S. Feilden, the Schoolmaster of Girls' Charity School
present Rev? Tho® Sharples, Rev? R Dobson, Rev W ] Monk, Mr Pickup, Mr Beardsworth &
myself. The following printed paragraph will show the state of B” Depository & its
operations.’
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[1849]
In the Afternoon of the same Day attended the Oddfellows District Meeting at Mr Fisher's
King Street, and was chosen Treasurer of the District for 1850. - In the Night was invited to
supper at W™ Feilden with a party of Twenty, - acted as vice chairman & retired after a
pleasant hour at Eleven - Cost me - 3/6¢.

° Tiplady left space on the page but printed extract has not survived.



