
1855 
 
Sickness of the Town1 - up to the above Date the Town had continued in a very 

healthy state, but the dark, damp weather then set in and brought Fever of the worst kind 
Amongst the victims, besides sudden deaths of various kinds - were Mr W. B Stones, Mr 
Richd Backhouse, Solr [Solicitor], Mr Gillies, Land Surveyor, Mr Ashcroft, shoemaker, Mr 
Kenyon Solicitor, Mr T Taylor, Green Grocer, Mr Thos Bennet, Innkeeper, Mr John Mercer, 
Innkeeper, Mr Thomas Sower, and many others - As many as 1,000 Cases were said to be in 
the Town at one time, - There has only been three Days of frost since the Commencement of 
Winter - myself and family though we have had colds have been most mercifully preserved. 

Jan 21. 1855. My eldest Son Thomas left me this day, and took a situation in Preston 
under Mr Dobson at the Chronicle Office. Though the Young Man is going to a situation and 
has conducted himself with sobriety under me, it is impossible not to feel a sense of 
bereavement at his departure as if he had died - and what makes the loss more heavy - I have 
no other Son, as yet fit to succeed here. 

It was about this time a very severe frost commenced, and continued with little 
intermission up to the 20th of Feby, 1855. 

From the Reports of the Newspapers all the large Rivers in the Kingdom, including 
the Thames, Severn, Mersey, Exe, Dee, Ribble, as well also the Reservoirs, Ponds, Lakes, 
Brooks, Pools & Canal Lodges were completely frozen a Great Distress took place in 
Liverpool on Monday the 19th Inst there were bread Riots.2 

[February] On Sunday the 18th there was a sort of Fair held upon the Great Reservoir 
at Rishton when from 8 to 10000 people visited the scene. The Ice was 2 feet thick, and 
thousands of Skaters were upon it. The Frost is considered to be the most severe since the 
Great Frost of 1813-4 when a Fair was had upon the Thames, Feb. 13 1814. 

[109] 
[1855] 

Saturday Feb. 17th R Walker buried (B [Beardsworth] & Walker) of Fever which yet 
continues very prevalent.3 

22nd Frost continues unabated Rigour! 
Feb. 23rd Yesterday the cold was intense, about 3pm the Wind veered to the South 

East by South and at 6 o'clock the Snow began to fall and continued to do so the whole of the 
Night.  

 
1 Like Tiplady, the Blackburn Standard attributed the sickness in the town to the mild and wet weather although, 
in an editorial, it referred to the outbreak of cholera in Britain that began in the latter part of 1854 (Blackburn 
Standard, 3 and 10 January 1855). 
2 The Liverpool Bread Riots began on the 19 February then continued over the next two days. The river and 
docks froze because of the severe frost. As a large section of Liverpool's population was employed as casual 
labour on the docks, few had work. The complex relief system failed to provide support which resulted in many 
of the unemployed rioting and taking food, including bread from the shops (R.M. Jones, 'The Liverpool Bread 
Riots, 1855, North West Labour History Society Bulletin, 6 (1979-80), pp. 33-42). 
3 Blackburn Standard, 21 February 1855. 
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Extracts Copied from the London Times Feb. 21. 1855, Wednesday 

 
 

Similar Accounts from every County in England, Ireland, Scotland & Wales, - The Ice on the 
reservoir 30 inches thick - Water frose [sic] close to my bedside & split the Water Jugs on 
Friday & Saturday the 16 & 17th. Inst. (Feb 17 40 below Zero. 

C.T.   
[111] 



1855 
[February] On the 24th & 25th a Thaw thoroughly set in (Sat & Sunday, and continued until 
the 1st of March, but again commenced freesing [sic] on the 4th & on the 9, 10 & 11th was 
exceedingly cold, on the 10th it snowed but on the 11th there was a heavy fall of snow from 
the S & SW which continued till the 12th when the Wind shifted to the West with a Thaw 

George Duxbury - (George & Dragon) and John Entwistle, (Star & Garter) died - 
March 

Feb the 27th Went to London on the Gas Question4 28th appeared before Lord 
Redesdale in Committee, did pretty well. - Saw Ice on the Thames. 

March 1. Returned to Bn with T. Clough. 
[March] 7th (Wed) Started again for London same business stopped at the (Dolly's 

Chop House) Newgate Street with T Clough & W Hutchinson, returned Sat. the 10th. with 
W.H. - Weather cold! - Expences paid by the Gas Company, Darwen. 

March 21st (Wed) General Fast Day on account of the War.5 - 
The Weather thro March very frosty - almost every night - but the days towards the 

latter End finer but cold, and so on up to April 5. 
Decr 1. aged 49 Fred W James, in Australia, late Secretary to the Bolton Railway. - 

(Date 1854) 
May 4. Friday Sometimes one meets with paragraphs announcing the extraordinary 

mildness of the Season - but I think the Weather this year has put to flight these old Women's 
Tales. I should say that we cannot have had less than 100 Nights of severe frost from Jany up 
to this time. - This Morning there was a keen blowing NE Wind & ice - very thick for the 
time. 

[May] 2nd Mrs Astley run over and severely hurt. 
John Kay, currier, died. 
Good Friday - In the Church Morning - in the Evening, Building Club. John Gregson, 

Teetotaller, there. John a clever, sober, thrifty fellow. The son of the Old Clerk at Ribchester, 
John sometimes attacked the moderate Drinkers - I resolved to drink no Spirits a Month (May 
4) - Kept it without deviation - 30 Day x 3 = 90 Glasses of Whiskey 
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May 7, 8 and 9. On these Days I attended my last Meeting as a Director of the Board 
of the L C of Oddfellows. As usual there were a good many knotty points to unravel, 
questions to answer and appeals to hear and decide, and as usual there was a deal of "Jaw" 
from "Daynes", and drollery from "Cox". on the whole the Meeting was comfortable. The 
Directors, to a Man, except myself, are returned as Deputies to the AMC [Annual Moveable 
Conference]. - It happened also very awkwardly for me, that my Son, Little Henry was taken 
severely ill on the 4th & remains so at present. On the 8th the Directors in a body left 
Manchester to pay Thos Kilner a visit to Eccles, where we dined at an Inn, inspected the Old 
Church and went also to Patricroft to Nasmith's Engineering Works, - We saw the Embryo of 
a Cannon, now Manufacturing of "Beaton Iron" and also had a view of the largest Steam 
Hammer in the World - 11 Tons - This we saw in operation by the kindness of Mr Willis the 
Manager.6 

 
4 'An Act to amend the Provisions and extend the limits of the Act relating to the Over Darwen Gas Light 
Company' was before parliament (Blackburn Standard, 28 March 1855). 
5 Queen Victoria issued, on the advice of her government, 'A Proclamation for a Day of Solemn Fast, 
Humiliation and Prayer' over the war against Russia in Crimea, similar to that issued in April 1854 (London 
Gazette, 27 February 1855). 
6 James Hall Nasmyth (1808-1890), mechanical engineer, established, in partnership with Holbrook Gaskell, 
what would become the Bridgewater foundry next to the Bridgewater Canal. It developed a reputation for 



I took leave of the Directors on Wednesday, and so ends my connection with the 
Board. 

[113] 
May 31. Dreadfully cold windy winterly & wet. 
James S. Livesey Died suddenly. - He was in my shop on Wednesday. (yesterday) 

(31) 
Oliver Roylance elected on the Board – 
 

 

 
construction of locomotive steam engines and machine tolos. Nasmyth invented the steam hammer in 1839 to 
fulfil an order to build the paddle shaft of the steamship Great Britain, which required forging of an exceptional 
size. This invention made Nasmyth, an obscure engineer, famous (R. Angus Buchanan, 'Nasmyth, James Hall 
(1808-1890)', ODNB). 
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June 3rd (Sunday) Visited Blackpool where my Wife and three children are. Henry 
much better. Went down to Fleetwood, 4 

June 5th Died after a short illness, Edmund Pomfret, generally known as "Little 
Teddy" - He formerly kept a Farm at Cicely Hole, just above Mount Street. 

June 2nd Appeared the first Number of a Weekly paper called the Blackburn Weekly 
Times, price One penny, - printed by F J Nicholls of Darwen. 

July Died Robert Barlow of Salford. 
Aug 6th & 8th These days were memorable for Two Lectures being delivered on 

Auricular Confession and the Inquisition - The first Lecture I did not attend but at the second 
I was called to the Chair. - There was a stormy Meeting - The Baron de Camin made some 
strong statements - Mr Alexr Woods, Mr Marwood, and Mr Charles Boardman opposed the 
Lecturer. At Ten o'clock I dissolved the Meeting.7 

Sep 2. Revd John Hartley son of W Hartley Inct [Incumbent] of Balderstone preached 
his first Sermon from Remember now thy Creator & - also Evening Mellor Brook - I heard 
him & Mrs T. - then went to T D. with Charles & Richard. 

[September] 7th. This day was remarkable to self and Wife on this account, we went 
upon Pendle Hill, We started for Chadburn [Chatburn] per early train, which we reached at 8 
o'clock, from thence we walked to Mrs Badger's the calf's head inn, Worsthorne and after 
refreshment sallied forth to the foot of Pendle. The day was remarkably fine, but hazy - we 
reached the top of the Mount at 12 o'clock - and enjoyed ourselves, - very much returning at 
4 pm we took Tea with Mrs B and her interesting Daughters, and with Miles I went a nutting 
- We returned home safely by the 7 o'clock Train - well gratified & thankful. 

Fall of Sebastopol 
Sep 10th Rumours of the Capture of the Malakoff Tower were rife - and confirmed by 

Telegraph in the Times - at 7 o'clock pm. The fall of Sebastopol by electric Telegraph was 
announced. The excitement was great - the Bells rang - the Bands played, - the people 
shouted &c &c 
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Sep. 10, 11, 12, 13 Great Rejoicing on the fall of Sebastopol Bells Ringing - Band 
playing - Mob shouting - Flag Waving - Guns shooting & so on, in the Town. I lost a Hat 
which the Mob very uproariously made into a football. 

1855 
[September] 11th Jury on Jem Kenyon's Wife, - Foreman, bad case of brutal ill 

treatment - no conclusive Evidence. Inquest adjourned to the 14th - On that day he was 
convicted of Manslaughter! & at Lancaster transported for Life in March 18568 

 
7 Andre Masena styled himself as the Baron de Camin. In the 1850s, he was an Italian ex-Catholic who claimed 
to have been a priest or monk. He became a rabid anti-Catholic lecturer who provoked violence between the 
Orange Order and Catholic Irish (Donald MacRaild, 'Transnationalising “Anti-Popery”: Militant Protestant 
Preachers in the Nineteenth-Century Anglo-World’, Journal of Religious History, Vol. 39 Vol. 2 (May 2015), 
pp. 224-243). The reports in the Blackburn Standard failed to mention any disturbances at the meetings whereas 
the Preston Chronicle, in a brief report, did. The Blackburn Standard printed a letter from the vicar of Holy 
Trinity, Blackburn, supporting Camin’s claims about Roman Catholicism (Blackburn Standard, 8 & 15 August 
1855; Preston Chronicle 11 August 1855). 
8 The jury at the inquest found that Betty Kenyon’s death was the result of manslaughter by her husband, James 
Kenyon, although the autopsy showed that the cause of death was tuberculosis. Several witnesses gave evidence 
that Kenyon had ill-treated Betty and Dr. Martland and Dr. Morley, although disagreeing on details, agreed that 
Kenyon’s beatings could have accelerated her death. Kenyon was convicted of manslaughter at Lancaster 



[September] 26th Died Tom Edmondson the Letter Carrier He was, in youth, a School 
fellow of mine. - A very sober, upright & diligent Servant of the Blackburn Post Office. 
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Sep. 30th. This Day was appointed by her Majesty to be set apart for Thanksgiving for 
the late victory at Sebastopol in the Crimea. 
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October 24th 1855. Son Thomas' 22nd Birthday - May God bless him in all his affairs. 
My Wife and two youngest Children Henry and Essy have been now at Blackpool 

since the 11th Inst. During this time we have been extremely busy and I have found the loss of 
her help exceedingly - Perhaps never since our Marriage in 1839 have I been more severely 
tried, and taught the value of an helpmate. In my sleepless hours this Morning at four my 
mind was much agitated. I was induced more particularly to review my conduct towards her, 
and tho' I could not charge myself with actual transgression of my Marriage, yet in thought, 
during temptation, how often had my heart & affections wandered! But in nothing more was I 
distressed that on the reflection that often by my irritability I had distressed her mind, and sad 
reflection, caused her affections to be somewhat alienated. In this state of agitation & 
dejection I could not find no rest on Man or any Creature, but here the Lord exercised his 
goodness, and gave to me such a measure of his Spirits that I was enabled to pour out my sl 
[soul?] troubles before him, - and by earnest & I hope a sincere exercise of repentance was 
greatly calmed, & felt that if God in Christ that alone sustained a Man under his Burdens - I 
believe this Trial had done me great service, and I do most solemnly entreat the Alty 
[Almighty] thro Christ to give me his Wisdom his help and his support that in future, so long 
as he shall spare my dear & faithful Mary & myself to one another - I may assume & practice 
love, forbearance & strict charity - Amen. 

My Wife and Children returned safely home this night, for which mercy I thank God. 
Nov 8th This Day was interred (Died on the 4th.) Mr John Polding Junr aged 38 a very 

estimable person. The Members of the Union Club, 30 in Number, attended the funeral 
headed by Mr Hornby, Mr Hopwood & Mr Thos Dutton. He was a R Catholic. Interred at 
Osbaldeston. 

12th. Rent Day. William Fielding of the Spread Eagle Inn, Cable Street died - after a 
short illness caused it is said by intemperate habits. 
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Decr 10th Mrs Tiplady Birthday - (45) - 
[December] On the 1st of this Month old Mr Wraith was taken with a fit, and 

continued in a state of unconsciousness until the following Day, when he expired - He was a 
Man greatly respected by all classes. - He was also one of the oldest Tradesmen. 
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On the 5th there commenced a hard frost - the Reservoir was frozen over and was 
skated upon on the 10th Inst. 

 

 
Assizes and the judge sentenced Kenyon to transportation for life because violence against women had become 
common (Blackburn Standard, 12 & 19 September 1855; Manchester Courier, 1 March 1856). 


